
Three fires in one town stopped
with extinguishers
WTOC.com (Burton, SC)

August 18, 2017

BURTON, SC - Over three consecutive days, Burton Fire
officials were dispatched to three separate fires that were
ultimately extinguished by bystanders before the fire fighters
arrived. The first fire started in a school bus wheel well and
was doused using the fire extinguisher that was on board. The
bus was not carrying any passengers at the time of the
incident. The second fire occurred in a J.C. Penney parking lot
when a pickup truck's engine caught on fire. The driver
immediately stopped and used the portable fire extinguisher
he had to put out the flames. The final fire was caused by a
malfunctioning window air conditioner unit in a home living
room. The fire then spread to a nearby couch, but the home's
resident cut power to the unit and used a fire extinguisher.
Burton Fire officials are using the incidents to highlight the
importance of every home and vehicle having a fire
extinguisher. [Read more] 

"A little two-and-a-half-pound extinguisher can save your house."
   

- Richard Osterberg Jr., 
Chief, East Hampton, NY 

Fire Department  

Teen escapes hover board fire
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using family escape plan
KOIN 6 (Portland, OR)

August 30, 2017

PORTLAND, OR - A family of five was in their home when their
newly purchased hover board burst into flames on the house's
staircase. The family's sons were upstairs in their bedrooms,
while the two parents were down stairs. The father quickly
grabbed a portable fire extinguisher to put out the flames
coming from the hover board. Meanwhile, the sons were
following the family's emergency escape plan, which allowed
the boys to safely climb down the side of the house using an
emergency ladder.  [Read more]

   

"A sound fire safety strategy has to include portable
extinguishers.  They can extinguish fires during the incipient stage
before they are large enough to trigger a sprinkler or other
suppression system.  This helps to protect against property
damage and the buildup of dangerous smoke."

- Joe Pierce, Retired Deputy Chief
Dallas, Texas Fire Department

Employees use portable fire
extinguisher to halt fire
News Channel 25 KXXV (Temple, TX)  
 
September 5, 2017
 
TEMPLE, TX - Employees of a Texas grocery store were able
to use a portable fire extinguisher to put out a fire that had
started in the loading dock. Temple fire fighters arrived at the
loading dock area around 3:40 a.m. to find that the fire had
already been extinguished by the store employees. Their fire
investigation determined that the fire was started
unintentionally from the heat of a trailer's clearance light
against the door seal. Temple Fire and Rescue said the
damage was confined to the door seal and that no one was
injured by the fire. [Read more] 
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Fire Equipment Manufacturers' Association 101  
The Fire Equipment Manufacturers' Association is the premier trade association representing leading brands, and spanning dozens of product
categories related to fire protection. The Fire Equipment Manufacturers' Association is comprised of four divisions represented by product categories:
portable fire extinguishers, interior equipment, fire hose and pre-engineered suppression systems. These divisions work together in an effort to promote
Layered Fire Protection, Life Safety and initial response when disaster strikes. Members of the Fire Equipment Manufacturers' Association have
formed a subgroup, the Government Relations Committee (GRC), to address legislative and regulatory issues relating to portable fire extinguishers and
pre-engineered systems. The GRC's main goals focus on helping to educate officials by advancing a layered fire safety philosophy that reflects the need
for both sprinklers and portable extinguishers. This newsletter is published periodically to communicate to key members of the fire services and code
officials on the importance of layered fire safety and the role that special application fire suppression systems and portable extinguishers play.


